STEEP SLOPES
in KENILWORTH

The Village of Kenilworth is characterized by a bluff along the
lakefront and a ravine (Skokie Ditch) just north of Kenilworth
Avenue. This bluff has an average slope of 40%, with some areas
being as steep as nearly 80%. These steep slopes are a valuable
ecological and scenic resource. The Village’s Steep Slope
Ordinance helps to maintain this unique natural resource and
protect against potential steep slope failures. The ordinance also
sets standards for types of construction allowed near and on
steep slopes, and provides standards for methods of construction.

WHAT ARE STEEP SLOPES?
Steep slopes are areas where the change in land elevation is greater
than a defined amount. Kenilworth and nearby communities like
Glencoe, Highland Park, Lake Bluff and Lake Forest define slopes
greater than 10% as steep slopes.

BLUFFS AND RAVINES
BLUFF: An elevated segment of the Lake Michigan shoreline
above the beach, which normally has a steep incline on the
lakeward side.

HOW STEEP SLOPES FAIL
MAN-MADE CAUSES
Excessive weight on top of bluff
Slopes cut without proper support
Poor construction/earth moving
Redirected stormwater runoff
Disrupted deep rooted vegetation
Uncontrolled stormwater runoff
Run-off from impervious areas
Excessive irrigation
Runoff from sump pumps

NATURAL FACTORS
Weak or weathered soils
Wave erosion of slope toe
Subterranean erosion
Tectonic instability
Intensive rainfall or snow
melt
Freeze/thaw cycle

RAVINE: A deep gully or gorge worn by the flow of water to
Lake Michigan. (The area of Skokie Ditch located east of
Sheridan Road and north of Kenilworth Avenue.)

CAN I BUILD IN A STEEP SLOPE ZONE?
Flip over to find out...

WHY PROTECT STEEP SLOPES?
Minimize potential for damage to site and adjacent property.
Mitigate threat to public safety.
Preserve lakefront character.
Avoid costs to owners from property damage.
Seek a balance between development and natural
preservation.
Preserve views of the ravine, lake, and bluff environment.

Protect the slope during and after construction.
Increase slope stability.
Reduce stormwater runoff and soil erosion by preserving or
adding trees and other vegetation.
Ensure intensity of development is compatible with the
natural characteristics.

CAN I BUILD IN A STEEP SLOPE ZONE?
YES, FOR BLUFFS OR RAVINES IF...
THE PROJECT IS:

A retaining wall or other structure necessary for slope
stabilization that does not increase tableland or create table
areas.
(Backfilling of a retaining wall is allowed only as necessary for
slope stabilization.)
A rebuilt or remodeled structure built on the exact foundation
of a previously existing structure that does not extend beyond
the existing foundation or previous height.
(Plans for construction must be prepared by an architect or
structural engineer certifying that the existing foundation will
support new construction.)

The Village of Kenilworth Steep Slope regulations can be found in Village Ordinance No. 1163
and can be found in Chapter 154 of the Kenilworth Village Code. These can be found on the
Village’s website: http://www.villageofkenilworth.org/

The Village of Kenilworth worked with the consultant team of Teska Associates,
Inc. and Baxter & Woodman to prepare its Steep Slope Ordinance.

YES, FOR BLUFFS IF...
THE PROJECT IS:

A mechanical or electrical lift, bridge, deck, walkway, steps,
and/or fence that does not obstruct the flow of light and air, or
interfere with utility lines.
Stairs no wider than 5 feet, with landings no larger than 50
square feet.
A deck no larger than 100 square feet (unless engineering
analysis is provided showing no jeopardy to slope stability).
One accessory structure that is no larger than 150 square feet
or taller than 11 feet.
(The structure may not impact slope stability of the property or
adjacent properties, nor be visible from adjacent tableland.)

