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Dear Fellow Residents,
I am honored to be writing this, my first letter as Kenilworth’s
Village President. I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know the
community over my nine years as a resident and four years as a
Cecily Kaz
village trustee. In my new role, I am pleased to report that the
Village President
Village remains in solid financial position, with a AAA credit
rating, healthy fund balances and a responsible docket of infrastructure projects
planned over the next few years. I’m excited to work with the village trustees and
staff to continue these important efforts for the benefit of the entire community.
This year marks a significant milestone for Kenilworth as we celebrate the 125th
anniversary of its incorporation. This year, I feel we should reflect up our legacies
and traditions, and also look forward and consider what we want to achieve for our
next milestone. I hope you will join in our discussions, starting off later this year
with the future of our business district and decommissioned water plant. Inclusion
of all community members in these conversations is vital, and there are numerous
ways for you to get involved – sign up for the Kenilworth Contact weekly e-mail,
attend meetings of the village board, committees, and commissions, or share your
thoughts with the board via email - villageboard@vok.org.
As we emerge from an unprecedented time, I want to thank everyone for doing your
part to help contain the spread of COVID-19. With Illinois moving to Phase Five
and a full reopening, hopefully we have left the worst of the pandemic behind us.
Looking around, I see a vibrant community – friends and families are gathering,
new families are moving in, and businesses are open. I am looking forward to a
return to normal, and for opportunities to engage with you in person around town.
In the meantime, please read on to learn about current and near-term Village
projects, and feel free to reach out to me, our board members, or staff with any
questions.
Sincerely,
Cecily Kaz
Village President
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Summer Construction is Underway
The summer season is always an important time to complete construction projects, and the board
and staff spend much of the fall and winter months defining work scopes and hiring contractors.
Here is an overview of the projects we have lined up for this summer.
Resurfacing of Kenilworth Avenue. Already curbs and sidewalks are being replaced in
preparation for the resurfacing of Kenilworth Avenue from the railroad tracks to Sheridan Road.
This project is 70% state funded, with the remainder being paid through our Motor Fuel Tax fund.
Once Kenilworth Avenue is complete, Richmond and Cumnor roads north of Kenilworth Avenue
will be resurfaced as well.
New Curbs near the Kenilworth Fountain. As part
of the road resurfacing project, we have made
changes to the curbs around the Kenilworth
Fountain.
This important intersection was
redesigned to improve pedestrian safety at street
crossings and in front of the train station. It is
interesting to note that in preparation for this
project, our Public Works team removed several
railroad ties from under the road surface – these
pieces may be the last remaining relics of the
Chicago and Milwaukee Electric Railway that rain
along Richmond Road and was completed in 1899.
Recoating of the Kenilworth Water Tank. This
September, our Kenilworth Water Tank will receive
a much-needed recoating, both inside and outside
the tank. In 2017, findings from an engineering
analysis indicated that the protective coating on the
water tank was failing, rust spots were developing,
and the coating had lost its protective outer surface. Recoating the water tank will both extend
the life of the tank and preserve the quality of the water, and water service will not be impacted
during the project.
Installation of Temporary Cellular Tower. In preparation for the water tank recoating project, the
cellular equipment located on top of the tank is being relocated to the temporary tower that was
recently erected in the Village-owned parcel at Roger and Sterling Roads. While the temporary
tower is not a preferred visual for those living in near this area, it does allow for the community to
have uninterrupted cellular coverage during this time. We do anticipate the water tank recoating
work will finish up in October, such that equipment can be re-installed, and the tower removed
shortly thereafter.
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We understand that this construction will at times be disruptive to residents, and we do
appreciate your patience and understanding.
The Beach is Open
With COVID-19 restrictions lifted on June 11th as part of the Restore Illinois Phase Five
reopening, we were able to open Kenilworth Beach on time and with no capacity limits. In
addition, Lake Michigan water levels dropped over 12 inches since last year, so we are pleased to
see more usable beach area this season.
We are Hiring Lifeguards! We are currently challenged with a having smaller pool of lifeguards to
staff our beach, therefore, at times the beach and waters will not be actively guarded. Please pay
attention to the signs indicating if lifeguards are present. Generally, lifeguards will be available
during the prime weekend hours. Remember that at times the beach may be closed due to rough
water, high bacteria levels, or inclement weather. You can sign up for text alerts of these closures
on the village website.
We are still hiring certified lifeguards – any interested candidates should apply at Village Hall or
call Nicole Ang at (847) 251-1666.
Beach at Mahoney Park. At the recent June 15th Committee of the Whole meeting, the Village
Board discussed opening the beach at Mahoney Park, with several attendees from the public
speaking in favor of the idea. While there are numerous factors to consider, including whether
swimming could be allowed and whether access would be controlled, the Village is investigating
the feasibility and cost of constructing a staircase from the park down to the beach. At this point
it is too early to say if the beach at Mahoney Park can be opened for community use, and we
would like to hear more feedback from residents. Please share any thoughts you may have with
us at villageboard@vok.org.
Kenilworth is Now a Net Tree Positive Community
Can you imagine what Kenilworth would be like without our mature trees? Earlier this year, the
Village committed to taking a “net tree positive” approach to forestry practices. This
commitment, to plant more trees than we remove, will ensure that our marvelous trees, and the
character, natural habitat, and stormwater retention they offer us will be preserved for future
generations.
New Tree Preservation Ordinance Approved. Part of achieving our goal of being net tree positive
includes thinking about how to protect and maintain our existing tree canopy. After two years of
discussion and review of the existing tree removal process, in June the Village Board approved an
updated Tree Preservation Ordinance. The ordinance now requires a one for one replacement or
payment of a fee in lieu when removing certain trees for good forestry practices. As part of this
effort, in the coming weeks our public works staff will receive training from a certified forester in
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the proper assessment of trees. We will also be creating educational materials to support
residents with future planting, removal, and care of their trees.
Heritage Tree Program. Started by Ann Potter earlier this year in celebration of Kenilworth’s
125th anniversary, the Heritage Tree Program is a community effort to plant 125 trees across the
Village, such that future generations will continue to enjoy the many benefits of a mature tree
canopy. Donations have been received from numerous individuals and community organizations
- please consider supporting this important effort. You may have seen the tree barometer in
North Park which tracks donations to the program. This tree was designed by Eric Britton,
constructed by Tom Nahrwold, and painted by Kenilworth Girl Scout Troop 101. Thank you to
the many residents who have been involved with this initiative, and special thanks to our
resident committee members who are spearheading the effort – Valerie Foradas, Lois Stanley,
Katie Nahrwold, and Cris Guthrie.
Learn more about the Heritage Tree Program on our website, www.vok.org or on social media, by
following @KenilworthHTP.
Continued Discussion About Kenilworth 2023
For those of you who have called Kenilworth home for the past decade, you likely have heard
many village boards discuss flooding, storm/sewer separation, and green streets. Even our newer
residents have no doubt seen the effects of recent heavy rains. Kenilworth 2023 is a multiphase
effort to improve the Village’s ability to move stormwater, so it doesn’t accumulate on our streets,
around our yards and in our basements. Phase One, which included the installation of “green
streets” along Cumberland, Rosyln and Melrose, was completed in 2017, and has significantly
reduced flooding in that area. To improve results in future phases, our engineers have assessed
the performance of Phase One including the porous asphalt and parkways that make up the
green streets. It was determined that the porous asphalt, while performing well, is not holding up
in certain areas and will not last as long as expected. Therefore, a decision was made to move
forward instead with porous pavers for the Phase Two project area, which includes Raleigh,
Leicester and Warwick roads. Porous pavers are durable and can be easily removed and replaced
in small sections.
Recently the Public Works Committee made another important decision, to consider eliminating
the permeable parkways from the Phase Two design. While this will decrease the overall storm
water detention capacity, the system will still meet our goals of greatly reducing instances of
flooding and will address the many concerns residents have about the look, performance, and
maintenance of the engineered parkways. This recommendation will be presented to the full
Village Board on July 19th for approval.
Phase Two construction is expected in 2022. With the elimination of porous parkways from the
project scope, we anticipate cost reductions of approximately $1 million from the original design.
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The Village still hopes to receive funding assistance from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District as well as state grant funding for portions of the project, in particular the green
infrastructure and water main work.
If you live in the Phase Two project area, the Village will be hosting informational events in early
fall. In the coming months you will be able to see the pre-final design and ask any questions you
might have.
Updating Our Vision for Green Bay Road
In 2019, the Green Bay Road Corridor Review Committee was formed to begin the process of
analyzing the commercial district and soliciting community input on its future. While the work
was halted due to the pandemic, the committee did take essential first steps towards defining
what will ultimately be a renewed vision for the corridor. This month, consensus was reached by
the Village Board to move forward with the next phase of analysis. We have appointed a Blue
Ribbon Committee, drawing from members of our existing boards and commissions who have
experience with our business district planning and zoning activities. In this next phase, the
Committee will be reviewing the vision for the corridor as stated in our 2008 Comprehensive
Plan, compiling community feedback, and conducting a review of our existing ordinances and
guidelines. Topics will include building height, preferred uses, parking, pedestrian and bicycle
use, and aesthetic standards.
We are grateful to the following community members who have accepted this important
responsibility: Cary Johnson, Vicky Thompson, Liz Watson, Marcus Franklin, Chick Evans, and
JT Mohr, who will serve as committee chair.
We know that this subject is very dear to many of you. We will provide regular updates on the
progress of this work, as well as meeting information for those who would like to participate.
What’s Coming Up?
Stay tuned for the following projects and initiatives that will kick off in late 2021/early 2022:
 Defining our goals for 2022 and approving the 2022 Village Budget.
 Surveying the community on preferred communication methods and reviewing
opportunities to increase Kenilworth’s online presence.
 Re-envisioning Kenilworth Beach – discussions about the water plant facility and
overall lakefront experience.
 Exploring how to best use technology to improve safety and police operations more
effectively and efficiently.
 Increasing resident awareness of crimes of opportunity and their prevention.
Stay Updated and Get Involved!
If you haven’t already, please sign up for our regular e-mail, Kenilworth Contact, which provides
important information about ongoing projects and upcoming meetings of the Village Board and
committees. You may also subscribe for text and e-mail notifications about specific topics of
interest, such as the beach, road closures, or Kenilworth 2023. You can sign up for all of these on
our website, www.VOK.org.

Customer Service Phone Numbers
AT&T
Comcast
ComEd

TV / Internet
TV / Internet
Electricity

800-246-8464
866-594-1234
800-334-7661

Flood Brothers
Nicor

Refuse/Recycling
Natural Gas

630-261-0400
888-642-6748

Village Hall

Resident Svc.

847-251-1666

Want to receive police emergency alerts on your phone?
Sign up here with your home and cell phones:
www.vok.org

Did you know...125 years ago, on May 6, 1896, Kenilworth was recognized as a legally incorporated village.

